
DIOCESE OF COVINGTON 

PROCEDURES WHEN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE TO BE SERVED AS PART OF THE 

RENTAL OF A HALL 
 

1. Alcoholic beverages should be dispensed only by a bartender.  A bartender is defined as an individual licensed for such 

purposes or an adult (age 21 or older) who has had sufficient training in serving drinks and who is proficient in the 

performance and accomplishment of this particular profession.  A bartender has the authority to refuse, and should refuse, 

to serve anyone who has consumed too much alcoholic beverage. 

 

2. When a school, church hall, or other facility is rented by others for purpose of events, such as receptions, that include the 

serving of alcoholic beverages, the following steps should be taken: 

 

A. The Parish shall not sell or be the supplier of the alcoholic beverages, other than beer and only if the PARISH has an 

appropriate beer license. 

B. If a Non-Diocesan organization rents the facilities, the parish shall require that the organization: (1) agree in writing 

to hold harmless and indemnify the Bishop of Covington, the Diocese of Covington and its Parishes and Institutions 

for any loss, costs, damages and liability from such event and (2) purchase liquor liability insurance adding the 

bishop of Covington and the Parish as additional insured.  Evidence of both (1) and (2) must be supplied to the Parish 

before the event commences.  A policy and certificate of insurance showing liability insurance of at least Five 

Hundred Thousand ($500,000) dollars should be furnished. 

C. If a family rents the facility for purposes of a wedding, graduation or other event, they must provide proof of 

insurance.  Insurance may already be provided by the family’s homeowner’s insurance.  A certificate of insurance 

showing the liability insurance in the amount of Five Hundred Thousand ($500,000) dollars should be furnished. 

 

3. Alcohol should never be served to an individual who is under the legal drinking age (21 years). 

 

4. Drinks should be served one at a time.  This shall not preclude a bartender from permitting an individual to transport more 

than one drink at a time to a table for consumption by fellow guests of legal age or for the dispensation of a pitcher of 

beer.  Drinks should be carefully measured and no “doubles” of any drink should be dispensed. Drink measurements 

should be no more that 1 ½ ozs. of liquor in a highball, cocktail or mixed drink.  Wine should be served in cups of no 

more than 5 ozs. and beer should be served in cups of no more than 12 ozs. 

 

5. Food should be available constantly at the event.  All individuals should be observed during the event to make sure they 

are eating and not just drinking. 

 

6. Every precaution should be taken to ensure that no personal alcoholic beverages are brought into the event and that 

alcoholic beverages consumed are only the ones being distributed under the guidelines of the bartender. 

 

7. A pre-existing plan should exist to handle an individual who has had too much to drink.  This plan should include a) 

alternative methods of transportation home after the event if an individual is unable to drive; b) assistance when 

individuals who have had too much to drink are identified; c) support for refusal to serve and request to remove a guest, in 

compliance with paragraph 8I of the contract. 

 

8. Alcoholic beverages will not be served after 11:30 p.m.  The event should conclude no later than 1:00 a.m. 

 

9. In the final hour, guests who have been drinking should be encouraged to eat a snack and have coffee before leaving the 

event.  These items will not help individuals lessen the effects of alcohol, but “time” will.  For every drink consumed, 

regardless of the type (1 ½ ozs. of liquor, 5 ozs. of wine or 12 ozs. of beer) it will take at least one hour for that drink to 

be eliminated from a person’s system. 

 

10. If there is any incident on parish property that is in any way related to alcohol, prompt notice shall be sent to the Finance 

Office of the Diocese of Covington. 

 

Thank you again for choosing our parish for your event.  Enjoy yourself, but please drink responsibly. 

 

 

SIGNED BY: __________________________________________________________          DATE:________________________ 


